
Multicultural Training for Educators 

Infusing Culturally Responsive 

Curriculum Part I 



SOCIAL DESIGNS

• We define social justice as the process for creating 
equity through historic truth-telling, 
empowerment, and creative action steps. 

• Our training model is very hands-on and 
experiential. 

• WE TRAIN. WE EDUCATE. WE DEVELOP. 
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Session Objectives

• You will be able to:

▫ Understand the importance of and the impact of a 
culturally responsive curriculum

▫ Infuse culturally responsive strategies into your 
curriculum
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Defining culture?

ETHNICITY 

NATIONALITY 

AGE 

SOCIAL STATUS 

SEXUALITY 

RELIGION 

GENDER 

SOCIAL INTERESTS

REGION 

SOCIOECONOMIC STATUS 

LANGUAGE
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Defining privilege & dominance?

In what ways is your 
culture dominant in the 
classroom? 

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________ 

What cultures are 
dominant in the 
classroom & 
curriculum? 

_______________

_______________

_______________

_______________

_______________

_______________ 

*privilege- a special right or advantage 
*dominance- power & influence over others5



What & Who is education?

• 1600s – School for religious reasons

• Boston Latin School- first publicly 
supported secondary school in the US 
1635

• The oldest institution of higher education is 
Harvard University and it was founded in 
1636. For: Men, White, Wealthy, Christian 

• Until 1840s - education system was 
localized & available only to wealthy 
people
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What & Who is the curriculum?

Curriculum, in its most simple, essential, commonly 
understood form, is the "what" of education. It is 
crucial to academic performance and essential to 
culturally responsive pedagogy. 

Even the most "standard" curriculum decides whose 
history is worthy of study, whose books are worthy of 
reading, which curriculum and text selections that 
include myriad voices and multiple ways of knowing, 
experiencing, and understanding life can help 
students to find and value their own voices, histories, 
and cultures.
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What is a culturally responsive curriculum?

 A strategy for including as many perspectives as possible in the teaching design 
and content in order to produce productivity, success, and an overall positive 
energy towards learning.- Jada Drew

 Culturally responsive curriculum is a critical element in reversing poor 
academic performance in students of color. Research increasingly shows that 
the academic performance of students of color often suffers due to cultural 
differences.- Teaching Tolerance

 Culturally responsive teachers (a) are socioculturally conscious, (b) have 
affirming views of students from diverse backgrounds, (c) see themselves as 
responsible for and capable of bringing about change to make schools more 
equitable, (d) understand how learners construct knowledge and are capable of 
promoting knowledge construction, (e) know about the lives of their 
students, and (f) design instruction that builds on what their students 
already know while stretching them beyond the familiar.- Villegas & Lucas 
(Journal of Teacher Education)
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MULTIPLE 
INTELLIGENCES 

POSITIVE 
REINFORCEMENT

PHYSICAL SPACE

CURRENT 
REALITIES

SKILLS

APPLICABLE
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• Current Realities

• Physical Space

• Multiple 
Intelligences 

• Positive 
Reinforcement 

• Applicable Skills 

Learner- Centered Strategies

What do we mean by poor?
Responses may include: lower economic status, creative because of low 
resources, rugged clothing, odor, flashy clothing.

What are some current realities about poor kids?
They may be hungry, eat food fast, do not get much attention at home, 
latchkey kids, mature fast. Attitudes towards the system may be void 
or hostile.  Kids raising kids. 

What are multiple intelligences to use with poor kids? 
Kinetic- energizer and reflection time; visual high; audio- increase
Creativity and innovation.

How should you set up space for poor?
Group settings, pairs, time to share voice and opinion, individual time

How can you give positive reinforcement to poor kids?
When interviewed about patterns of poor kids with behavioral issues, 
Zephiniah Services reported that one of the things the youth are 
missing is constant nourishment. 

How can you incorporate applicable skills to poor kids? 
Connect to their realities such as; 
lack of food- talk about growing food
lack of money- talk about ways to be entrepreneurs. 

If they are within a culture of bullying- teaching coping and survival 
skills through readings, music, poetry, art.

Example: Target Population: Poor Youth
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5 Standards of Effective Pedagogy

Instructional 
Conversation

Language 
Development Contextualization

Joint 
Productive 

Activity
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• Listen to AND document students talking about familiar 
topics such as home and community.

• Respond to students’ talk and questions, making ‘in-flight’ 
changes during conversation that directly relate to 
students’ comments.

• Interact with students in ways that respect students’ 
preferences for speaking that may be different from the 
teacher’s; such as dialects, wait-time, eye contact, turn-
taking, volume, or use of hands.

• Encourages students’ use of first and second languages in 
instructional activities and teach them the skill of ‘code-
switching’. This includes African American vernacular. 

The Power of Language
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• Begin activities with what students already know from home, 
community, and school. Also assist students in connecting and 
applying their learning to home and community.

• Design instructional activities that are meaningful to students in terms 
of local community norms and knowledge. 

• Acquire knowledge of local norms and knowledge by talking to 
students, parents or family members, community members; by reading 
pertinent documents, and by engaging in pop culture.

• Vary activities to include students’ preferences, from collective and 
cooperative to individual and competitive. This includes planning 
jointly with students to design community-based learning activities.

• Vary styles of conversation and participation to include students’ 
cultural preferences, such as co-narration, call-and-response, and 
choral, among others.

Contextualization
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Thank YOU! 

YouTube: Social Designs Consulting

Website: www.socialdesignsconsulting.com
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▫ Howard Zinn Education
▫ Other People’s Children, Lisa Delpit
▫ Teaching Tolerance: A Project of the Southern Poverty 

Law Center, www.Tolerance.org
▫ Center for Research on Education, Diversity and 

Excellence, University of California
▫ Rossatto, C. A. (2001). Social transformation and 

"popular schooling" in brazil. Childhood Education, 
77(6), 367-74. 

▫ Lucas, V. & Villegas, A. (2002). Preparing culturally 
responsive teachers: Rethinking the curriculum. Journal 
of Teacher Education 53 (1), 20-32.  

Resources
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